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Sue Verwest
Newsletter and Membership

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
By: Mark Verwest

ATTENTION ALL RSOs: When exiting or entering the
Main Gate, please make sure the gate closes behind
you. There is about a 30 second delay on the sensor
and we have had non-members driving in through the
gate when someone has just driven off without
ensuring that the gate has closed.
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On behalf of the Tri-Cities Shooting Association, | would
like to thank the Benton County Fire District #2 for
cutting the fire breaks around our Ranges. Justin time for
the hot and dry season ahead of us. Thanks!

I would like to also thank Tex Long and Chuck Nay for
riding herd on the Range Gates in support of the Benton
County Fire District #2 work.

With the high temperatures expected for this summer,
you need to stay hydrated while out at the Range. Bring
plenty of fluids and remember to drink them. If you need
a break from the sun and heat, the Rose-Iris Range
House and Shotgun Range House are air conditioned.
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ROSE-IRIS RANGE
Hours of Operation
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday

Ron Jorgensen
Range Use Request / Range Events

membership@tcsa.info or 509.735.1662 Events@tcsa.info

VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORT
By: George Hager

Howdy all! It is nice to be back among the living,
especially at the Range. Since back | have had the
opportunity to shoot in a couple matches and ran a couple
too.

After this weekend | wanted to remind our members to
stay hydrated and as cool as possible! | also wanted to
reach out to our Range Safety Officers (RSO) and thank
them for the hours of effort they volunteer to keep us safe
and the RMSF a pleasant place to enjoy our hobby.

As some of you are aware, there is an effort afoot to
develop a Youth Shooting Program/Club. Please read
David McNeal’s column in this and past Newsletters. If
you have any ideas of what you as a parent or (more
importantly) a YOUTH please feel free to reach out to Dave
(mcnealendoofthetrail@gmail.com) or myself at the email
listed at the top of the Newsletter.

Stay SAFE & COOL!

W

TCSA PUBLIC MEETING

THURSDAY, JULY 11
7:00 p.m.

RICHLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY
(Conference Rooms A & B)
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TCSA FACILITIES

ROSE-IRIS RANGE - A 100-yard range with 20 covered firing
points. This day use Range Safety Officer supervised facility is
operated for public use on a regularly scheduled basis
Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays.

RIMFIRE PLINKING RANGE - A 50-yard 22-caliber Range Safety
Officer supervised Shooting Range with reactive targets.

CENTERFIRE PLINKING RANGE - A 50-yard handgun
pistol/revolver RSO supervised range with reactive targets for
firearms using black powder or standard pistol cartridges.

COWBOY / PRACTICAL PISTOL BAYS - Ranges consisting of 13
bays of varying lengths designed to support a variety of action
shooting disciplines such as; Practical (IPSC/ USPSA) 3-Gun
Sports and Cowboy (SASS) groups.
Cowboy Action Rep. — Charles Kissler - 509.783.8505

Nelson Thomas - 509.727.4678
Practical Pistol Rep. — Curt Berger —541.720.7826

1000-YARD, HIGH-POWER RANGE - A Range consisting of 100,
200, 300, 600, 800, 900 & 1000-yard firing lines that can support
20 firing stations on each firing line (utilizes manned target
operation). The 400-yard line has 5 firing stations and the 500-
yard line has 10 firing stations. This Range supports High-Power
Rifle, Long Range PALMA and Precision Shooting Events of
various disciplines, including 50-Caliber.

High-Power Rep. — Mike Sowa - 541.571.1892

HUNTER EDUCATION RANGE: This Range has been designed to
support Hunter Education Training Classes and also has a
practical field exercise area containing obstacles hunters could
expect to encounter in the field. The covered firing line can be
used independently by current RSO’s as an overflow from the
Rose-Iris Range and may be available for RSO supervised public
event use when not being used for the conduct of Hunter
Education Classes.

Hunter Ed. Rep. - Randy Absolon - 509.845.3632

PRIMITIVE USE RANGE: - A Range Area for muzzle loading and
primitive Sagebrush Free Trappers reenactment events with
parking, staging and various range areas.

Primitive Range Rep. — Clint Bouslaugh - 509.585.6415

SHOTGUN RANGE: Includes a set of two ATA regulation Trap
Fields, two Skeet Ranges and a Sporting Clay Range supporting
five firing stations and a Pattern Board.

Shotgun Rep. — Mark Monopoli - 509.531.6929

“WELCOME” NEW MEMBERS

Welcome! In this Newsletter you can find the contact
information for the Board Members and above you can find
contact information for the different Ranges. The Ranges were
built and are maintained by volunteers. We encourage you to get
involved and be a part of TCSA.

New members from this past month should have already
received their membership card(s). If you have not received your
card, contact Sue Verwest at membership@tcsa.info or
509.735.1662.

Check out our TCSA web site www.tcsa.info for a variety of
information. The Newsletter is posted on the web site the
beginning of each month.

HUNTER EDUCATION AND SAFETY
ASSOCIATION

By: Randy Absolon

We had 18 students in our Traditional ‘ﬁlﬁéﬁ\
Hunter Ed Class that was completed on ¥ ¢
June 27. Our next Traditional Class will & h o
probably be in January of 2025.

We have evaluations for students who have completed
the Online Course set up for August 10, September 7 and
September 27. Registration opens about three weeks
before each session and can be done on the WDFW
website. Classes typically fill up quickly in the fall, so if
you need this Class, | would recommend you sign up the
day it opens.

RSOs using the HESA Range are expected to sign in at
the Rose-Iris Range before going over to the HESA Range
to shoot. You are also expected to clean up when you are
done shooting, including returning target stands to the
Rose-Iris Range House and picking up brass.

Always remember to treat every firearm as if it was
loaded, control the direction of your muzzle, be sure of
your target and what lies beyond it, keep your finger off the
trigger until you are ready to shoot and store firearms and
ammunition separately and securely.

If you have questions about our Hunter Education
Classes contact me at: randyabsolon@gmail.com.

Hearing and Eye protection required &]
when shooting!

RATTLESNAKES

Watch where you step and when you reach for things.
Be aware of your surroundings.

~~FIRESEASON ~~

Please use Extra Caution!
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CHIEF RSO REPORT
By: Mike Ensminger

RSOs PLEASE NOTE: The gate at the Rose-Iris Range is
motorized and is activated by scanning your key card on
the card reader on the post situated about six feet from the
gate. DO NOT grab the gate and try to help it open or
close.

When exiting, please wait to see it close before you head
out on the highway and make sure no one sneaks in during
the 30 second time delay.

RSO Questions / Concerns ) o
———
Chief RSO - Mike Ensminger ”,‘v""
chiefrso@tcsa.info or 509.521.9628 &

NEXT RANGE SAFETY OFFICER
CLASS

By: Dan Martini

Our next 8-hour Range Safety Officer Class will be
conducted on Friday July 12 starting at 8 a.m. at the
Shotgun Range House. If you can make that date, send
me an e-mail message to dantini@charter.net with a YES
and include your TCSA Membership number. | will add
your name to the Class List and will send you a reminder
message with all the details a week before the Class.

To become a TCSA Range Safety Officer, you need to be a
current TCSA Member, attend the Friday 8-hour RSO Class
and volunteer to do 3 Duty Days per year on a Wednesday,
Friday, Saturday or Sunday at the Rose-lris Range. You
choose which three days you will be able to meet.

ADVANTAGES OF BEING A RSO

To become a TCSA RSO, you need to have and maintain
your TCSA Membership, complete an 8-hour Class and
volunteer to stand 3 days per year at the Rose-Iris General
Purpose Range on a Wednesday, Friday, Saturday or
Sunday. You choose which of those three days you will be
able to meet.

The advantages of being a RSO and obligating yourself as
a volunteer at TCSA means that on days when the Range is
not open to the general public - YOU - as a RSO can use
the Range. Having gone through the RSO Training Class
and volunteering your time you are able to go to the
Range any time you like!

For more information and to get your name on the list for
the next RSO Class see the Article on Page 3 and contact
Dan Martini at dantini@charter.net.

RATTLESNAKE MOUNTAIN STEEL
SHOOTERS

By: Mike Ensminger
64 guns were represented in the June Match K
and we will be out there again July 7.

Shooter’s meeting is at 9:15. Sign-up is at the Range on
Match Day. If you want us to pre-squad you, send us an
email at mikebertad@gmail.com with names and whether
1 or 2 guns each. Anyone 17 and under shoots free.

PRIMITIVE RANGE

-

By: Clint Bouslaugh
The June shoot date was a little windy.

We were able to do some site improvement this month to
clear dead brush from in front of our target board. We also
measured out some distances to setup new long-range
targets from our shooting board station. In the next few
months, we should have gongs out to 150 yards. This will
enable people to shoot longer distances without hiking the
trail walk.

Our next scheduled shoot will be July 20 from 9:00 a.m.
until noon.

COWBOY ACTION
By: Mike Ensminger

We had 14 shooters for the June Match and
the good news was that it didn’t hit 100
degrees till we were headed back to town.
Not sure what to expect for July, but we plan to be out
there again on July 27; shooters meetingis at 9:00 a.m.

WEATHER CONDITIONS at the Range can be
found on our homepage — .
www.tcsa.info

ALL MEMBERS MUST show a current
Membership Card to the RSO on duty upon
arrival at the Range. Membership Cards need to
be shown at all Ranges and all Events or you will
be required to pay the non-member Range Use
Fee. EVERYONE must sign-in!
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PRACTICAL PISTOL
By: Pam Harper

l USPSA National Range Officers I

Institute, NROI, has a website that has valuable
information about the Rules and interpretations of the
Rules. Check it out at https://nroi.org

TIDBITS: Having an RO Certification helps you to know the
Rules, which will allow you to become a better competitor.
Sign up for the July 20 - 21 RO Seminar. Details below.

NATIONAL NEWS: www.uspsa.org

The dates for USPSA Nationals 2024 can be found here
https://uspsa.org/nationals

The USPSA Rules: as of February 2024
https://uspsa.org/viewer/2024-USPSA-Competition-
Rules.pdf can be downloaded to your phone.

The USPSA Rules Change Log is located here
https://uspsa.org/viewer/Competition-Rules-Change-

Log.pdf

LOCAL NEWS:

EWPSA will be hosting a Level 1 Seminar (RO Class)
July 20 - 21. You can register for this RO Class with the
following link_https://uspsa.org/seminars/details/551. You
must be logged into USPSA before registering. If you enjoy
shooting with us, please consider signing up for the
Seminar and giving us a hand during our local Matches.
Your help would be greatly appreciated!

All EWPSA Match results can be found here
(Practiscore.com): https://bit.ly/EWPSAscores

The Inland Empire Sectional Match June15 - 16 had 192
competitors with 9/9 USPSA Divisions represented. The
Division winners were: Carry Optics: Christian Sailer
(overall winner); Limited: Todd Anderson; Limited 10:
Christopher Horsethief; Limited Optics: Adam Zelik;
Open: Tanner Breen; PCC: Gary Chan; Production: Latu
Moala; Revolver: Andrew Hall; and Single Stack: Brian
Humann.

The monthly 2-Gun Match June 22 had 18 competitors
with 3 Divisions represented. The Division winners were:
Tactical: Brian Humann (overall winner); Armored:
Rodrigo Silis; Open: Kelly Hill.

COMING UP:

All upcoming EWPSA Matches and Registrations can be
found here: https://bit.ly//EWPSAmatches

EWPSA will be hosting:

SCSA Steel Challenge Match July 14. Canceled.

EWPSA USPSA Monthly Match July 21 - Gates will open
at 9:00 a.m., shooters meeting at 9:30 a.m., shooting
begins at 10:00 a.m. The Match cost is $20 members / $25
non-members. More details on Practiscore.

EWPSA Summer 3-Gun Match July 27. Sign-in begins at
9:00 a.m. Shooting begins at 9:30 a.m. The Match cost is
$25. More details on Practiscore.

EWPSA Carbine Match August 10. Sign-in begins at 9:00
a.m. Shooting begins at 9:30 a.m. The Match cost is $25.
More details on Practiscore.

Check out our Inland Empire Section News at:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/267093763957174/?ref=
bookmarks

Check out local news on Facebook -
Eastern Washington Practical Shooters Association

Any questions or comments can be directed to:
Curt Berger at bergercj@icloud.com

OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUTH
SHOOTING SPORTS TEAMS AND CLUBS

By: Dave McNeal

In December of 2023 TCSA leadership embraced the
concept of developing a club for Youth Shooting Sports
within TCSA. A committee has reviewed interest among
our Board of Directors, discipline leaders, some of the
match directors, TCSA general membership, families with
Junior Members of TCSA and community leaders in West
Richland. The committee has also reviewed opportunities
to develop and/or expand events within TCSA and in our
communities and is working on drafts of proposed
protocols for club activities. Thanks to Ron Jorgenson,
George Hager and Will McNeal for participating in the
committee. And thanks to the TCSA members who have
volunteered to assist in development and operation of a
club.

Since we are still in a developmental phase, we are going
to ask for more input from the parents of Junior Members
who responded to the survey that we have conducted over
the past couple of months. We are asking those parents
and their juniors to join us at a fun shoot and discussion
session on a date to be determined by their availability
later in July.

Parents and/or Juniors who have not responded to the
survey but would like to participate can contact Dave at
mcnealendoofthetrail@gmail.com
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SHOTGUN REPORT

By: Mark Monopoli

Happy Fourth of July everyone! Wednesday evenings
have been heating up, just like the weather. That’s right if
you want to come out and shoot a couple of rounds on
Wednesday, Shotgun is open from 9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
for the summer months.

| am happy to report the new voice calls have been
working wonderfully. It really doesn’t seem like they would
make that big of a difference, but they do. Having calls
that work almost every single time is something we are
probably going to start taking for granted.

Everything is humming right along at Shotgun and we
really appreciate everyone volunteering their time to our
wonderful Range. We have a couple of housekeeping
things to take care of in the way of what is acceptable at
Shotgun and what is not.

e As a Range Safety Officer at Shotgun you are allowed to
shoot on off days. You are also allowed to bring guests
with you. If you bring guests who are not TCSA
Members, they still must pay the $10 Daily Use Fee.
This is not negotiable. Yes, even if it’s your uncle.

e Every single person that comes out to Shotgun
needs to sign-in, whether they are shooting or not. It
is so we can report how many people visit the Range to
the Benton County Parks Board. It is not some
nefarious tracking system.

¢ When you shoot on days the Range is not open, you still
need to fill the machines just like any other day. The
Range should always be left in a “Ready to open” state.

e If you wish to use the Shotgun Range House for an
Event it must be approved and on the TCSA calendar.
Please contact myself (email at end of this Shotgun
Report) and | will point you in the right direction.

e Please do not adjust the machines outside of normal
tolerances for throwing standard Trap and Skeet
targets. If you do not know what those standards are,
please do not adjust anything. If you have questions or
would like to try something different, please ask so we
do not damage the machines.

e Also, if you see, or hear something that doesn’t seem
right, let myself or another Shotgun Board member
know. This can apply to the machines, sprinklers,
toilets, safety issues, etc.

Remember we have a new Shotgun RSO Scheduler,

David Russie for Shotgun. You can reach him at
roscheduler@tcsashotgun.com if you have questions
regarding RSO Scheduling days.

Russie will be texting out reminders during the weeks to
everyone that has duty coming up. If you are not sure of
your duty days please get in contact with Russie. We
depend on everyone working the days they signed up for.
Thank you for volunteering your time at Shotgun, we do
appreciate it.

A couple of things to remember when closing the Trap
and Skeet houses.

1. Please make sure the machines are fully loaded and
take all the cardboard boxes to the dumpster.

2. Be sure to release the throwing arms on all the
machines. This is not only so that the machines are
safe, it also helps preserve the throwing bands. If you
have questions, please ask.

3. The chain across the road needs to be put up when
the Range is closed.

Hero Volunteer of the Month is going to Rick Poehls for
the month of July. Many of you know that Rick quit us to
move to North Carolina a few years back. Well Rick quit
that state as well and decided Washington was his one
true love. Since moving back Rick has taken over machine
maintenance on the 5-Stand field and he is actually doing
a pretty good job of it. Thanks for coming back, Rick, we
are mostly happy to see you!

If you take a new Membership, please remember to give
out Temporary Membership cards to all new or renewing
members. Please make sure they understand they will
need to present the temporary card every time until
they receive their permanent card in the mail. If they do
not have either card they will have to pay the $10 Daily
Range Use Fee. We do not refund the $10 fee at any
time, for anyone.

Thank you to everyone for volunteering at the Shotgun
Range. If you have the time, come out and enjoy shooting
at this great Range of ours. Have a great month everyone
and thank you again!

SHOTGUN RANGE HOURS
Wednesday - 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday -- 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Current weather conditions at the Range can be found at
www.tcsashotgun.com and www.tcsa.info.

Thanks for reading! Feel free to drop me an email at
mark.monopoli@outlook.com.

Like us on Facebook! Or don’t...
@rattlesnakemountainshotgun
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HIGH-POWER

By: Dave Baalman

Well hello summer, where the heck did you come from?
I’'m still trying to figure out how spring got here and
suddenly it’s 90° outside. This is a great time to remind
everyone to exercise fire prevention discipline on the
Range. Keep on the gravel roads, do not shoot steel core
bullets at steel targets, no tracers, etc. | can tell you that
the fire breaks work well, you do not need to test them for
us!

July looks to be another busy month. On the Centerfire
side of things, we’ve got a V2 Points Series Long Range
Match on July 13 and a reduced yardage across the
course match on July 14. This is a great Match to test the
waters in across the course high-power, it is just a TCSA
Match so no submittal of the scores to NRA or CMP and its
reduced yardage (200 yards) so no need for special ammo
etc. In fact, any center fire rifle that can hold 5 or more
rounds and be reloaded with a box magazine or stripper
clip will be able to hold its own in this Match.

On the Smallbore side of things, we’ve got a 50- and 100-
Yard Dewar Match on July 2, a Vintage Smallbore on July
4, a 50 Yard USBR Smallbore on July 9, a 50 Yard ARA
Smallbore on July 11, a 100/200 Smallbore Prone on July
20, a Precision Rifle 22 Match on July 21, a 100 Yard
Mini-Palma on July 23, and an ELR 22 Match on July 27.
Note Smallbore is on their summer hours, everything
starts an hour earlier than last month. Don’t be late or
they’ll put you on relay 3, which fires next month!

Even with all that on the schedule, | count 3 weekend
days and all 4 Fridays in July that are open. If you are a
High-Power RSO and want to celebrate America’s birthday
by burning some powder you have several opportunities.

Looking back at June, by the time you read this the June
29 and 30 NRA RMC and CMP leg Match will have
happened, but as | write this it is still a day away. | will
have a shout out next month to whatever state junior team
member (or coach) beat us all up this time.

On the Smallbore side of things, for the June 5 Dewar
Match the forecasted heavy winds held off and 6 shooters
enjoyed relatively favorable 62°F, partially overcast, 3-7
MPH conditions. Glen Buxton posted the high score for
the season thus far, winning both the match and high card
honors with a 399-28x. That’s good shooting in any
conditions or any discipline!

For the June 7 Vintage Smallbore Match, eight shooters
found nearly ideal conditions on a Thursday morning, with
clear skies, comfortable temperatures and light winds.
The scores reflected it. Glen Buxton won the Match with a
high score of 399-31X, {editor’s note, see my comment

about a 399-28x in the paragraph above and draw your
own conclusion about a 399-31x from there} while Mike
Bunch and Tom Walchuck tied for the high card honors,
both turning in a second card of 200-17X. Ron Jorgensen
shot two clean targets, but his scope handicap dropped
him way down the standings. Larry Meerdink also had an
excellent day, one point behind Ron, but was
similarly roughed up by the scope handicap.

For the June 1 50-Yard USBR 22 Match, wind returned to
the Rattlesnake Mountain Shooting Facility, as it seems to
do often. The temperature was pleasant, averaging 70°F
over the Match, while winds varied from 5-10 mph
quartering from the shooters' left rear to right front. Junior
shooter Merrick Gardner joined us for his first go at the
"Green Monster" and we hope to see him back during the
summer. Mike Bunch won the Match and honors for the
high card. His 481-10X aggregate becomes the highest
score for this Match thus far in 2024, while his 241-10X
ranks as the highest card so far this year. Way to go Mike!

For the June 13 50 Yard ARA 22 Match, calm winds, clear
skies, and comfortable temperatures prevailed. Only
shooter skills, ammo consistency and equipment
determined the outcome of the Match. Ben Cook was the
Match and high card winner and set a new high card
record for the year to date with a 2250-11x. This outing
also afforded some lessons learned/comic relief.

Lesson Learned 1:

Q: What is the function of the knurled knob on the back of
a Suhl 150 bolt?

A: It is NOT the safety. It does function as the retaining
element for all the bolt parts, and when turned and not
controlled will spew them everywhere. There are few
things funnier than 4 old guys searching the firing line on
hands and knees in search of a tiny bolt plunger spring,
unless it is the same 4 guys trying to figure out how all the
parts have to be oriented to go together and restore
functionality!

Lesson Learned 2:

Q: What is worse than firing two shots into a record bull on
the ARA unlimited target?

A: Not rechecking your target before completing it, only to
find out when scoring starts that you skipped an entire row
of bulls and handicapped the card by 500 possible points
right off the top!

That is entertainment! {Editor’s note: it also goes to show
that even the most experienced have bad days some-
times and the eventual winner isn’t necessarily the
shooter who can hold the hardest or read the wind the
best, it’s often the shooter who makes the least mistakes!}

><



The full schedule is available at
https://www.tcsahighpower.org/. You can see a full
description of each match on our website as well
https://www.tcsahighpower.org/match-descriptions

High-Power Contacts:

Mike Sowa: High-Power Chairman
MikeSowa@ix.netcom.com

Andrew Clark: High-Power Treasurer
clarkand25@gmail.com

Robert Lougee: High-Power RSO
RPLougee@protonmail.com

Ron Jorgensen: High-Power Webmaster
riorge44@gmail.com

Dave Baalman: Newsletter
509.528.0183 / dpbaalman@msn.com

Happy duly 4th
X 4L
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I pledge allegiance to the Flag
of the United States of America and to the
Republic
for which it stands,
one Nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

KEEP THE RANGE CLEAN

Keep YOUR Range clean of trash and spent
cartridges. Garbage cans are available. Please be
sure the enclosure tops are closed so the garbage
can’t blow out. Buckets are provided for spent
cartridges.

Take a moment to clean up after yourself when you are
done shooting.

B e e P e P P N e

Check out the “For Sale” items on our web-site
www.tcsa.info

Send your “For Sale” or “Wanted” items to FOR
membership@tcsa.info SALE

Ll

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR THE MONTH OF JULY

Tuesday July 2
Smallbore Dewar - Rose-Iris

Thursday July 4
Vintage Smallbore — Rose-lIris

Sunday July 7
ISSA Steel

Tuesday July 9
50 Yard Smallbore Benchrest

Thursday July 11

50 Yard ARA Smallbore - Rose Iris

TCSA General Meeting — Richland Public Library
WSLEFIA Firearms Instructor Recertification - HESA

Friday July 12
RSO Training Class - Shotgun Range House
WSLEFIA Firearms Instructor Recertification - HESA

Saturday July 13
V2 Points Series LR

Sunday July 14
High Power Rifle SC

Saturday July 20
Smallbore 100/200 Yard Match
Primitive Match

Sunday July 21
PR-22 Rimfire Match - HESA
USPSA Match

Tuesday July 23
100 Yard Smallbore Mini-PALMA - HESA

Saturday July 27

3-Gun Match

Cowboy Action Match
ELR Smallbore Match .22

Rattlesnake Mountain Shooting Facility/TCSA

n https://www.facebook.com/RMSFTCSA/.

Contact Robbie or Mike Ensminger with questions
or comments at ChiefRSO@tcsa.info

CHECK OUT
THE TCSA WEB-PAGE www.tcsa.info

Calendar of Events - Range Photos
Shooting Venues - Frequently Asked Questions
Iltems For Sale - TCSA Forms - Monthly Newsletter
Weather - Range Rules - Banned Ammo
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